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PROGRAM AT A GLANCE
  TIME TUESDAY, APRIL 21 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Registration for CxA Workshop & EMP Seminar

  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Commissioning Authority (CxA) Workshop & Exam

  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Energy Management Professional (EMP) Seminar & Exam

  8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. CxEnergy Open Golf Tournament

  5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception in the Expo Hall

  TIME THURSDAY, APRIL 23 FRIDAY, APRIL 24
  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Breakfast & Registration

  8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Opening Session & Keynote 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Concurrent Technical Sessions

  9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. "Meet & Greet" in the Expo Hall 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Brown Bag Lunch

  10:30 a.m. - 12:40 p.m. Concurrent Technical Sessions 1:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Architectural Boat Tour

  12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Lunch & Technology Theater in the Expo Hall

  2:15 p.m. - 5:35 p.m. Concurrent Technical Sessions

  5:35 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Reception in the Expo Hall

Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided for all pre-conference 
workshops and seminars.

Join Us at

OPEN Golf Tournament

The Energy Management Association cordially invites you 
to join us Wednesday, April 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
for the 2026 CxEnergy Open Golf Tournament at the beautiful 
Harborside International Golf Center. Transportation, 
breakfast, and two drink tickets provided with golf registration.

REGISTER AT: www.cxenergy.com/golf  
For additional information, contact EMA Headquarters  
at events@energymgmt.org

■  Single Player: $195
■  �Hole Sponsorship: $375 (multiple opportunities)

• Recognition (company name and logo) on 
conference and tournament marketing collateral

Get a front row perspective on the exquisite buildings that 
line the Chicago River during a 45-minute architecture cruise. 
Hear live commentary about the history and architectural 
heritage of Chicago on this family-friendly tour, which 
highlights landmarks such as the Chicago Riverwalk, 
Michigan Avenue Bridge, Wrigley Building, and Willis Tower. 
Sit on the open-air top deck or the sheltered bottom deck for 
the ultimate view of Chicago.

Cost is $50 per person, space is limited
* Note: Rental Clubs available onsite for $89.

Architectural Boat Tour

Friday, April 24 at 1:15 p.m.

CONFERENCE & EXPO
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PRE-CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL & CERTIFICATION OPPORTUNITIES

Keynote Speaker | April 23 | 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.

Commissioning Authority 
Workshop & Exam
Tuesday, April 21 – Wednesday, April 22 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., $1,050 

This highly interactive workshop covers both new and 
existing building commissioning, and includes many 
group breakout activities where attendees will use project 
case studies to develop and discuss samples of key 
commissioning deliverables. The 4-hour, closed-book 
CxA exam is offered at the end of the second day to 
prequalified candidates.
* �Note: Individuals interested in CxA certification must submit a completed  

CxA Application 21 days in advance.

For additional details, please contact us at  
certification@commissioning.org

Energy Management 
Professional Seminar & Exam
Tuesday, April 21 – Wednesday, April 22 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., $1,050 

This one-and-a-half day EMP Certification seminar 
reviews the energy management process and how it can 
be applied. The seminar features 12 hours of actionable 
instruction covering all relevant energy aspects from codes 
and standards, and managerial planning, to monitoring 
project performance and persistence of savings. Exam 
administered on the final day for approved candidates.
* �Note: Individuals interested in EMP certification must submit a completed  

EMP Application 14 days in advance.

For additional details, please contact us at  
certification@energymgmt.org

From Checklists to Co-Pilots: Practical AI for Commissioning and Energy Professionals
Ian Beacraft

Buildings are getting smarter, owners are getting leaner, and commissioning 
providers are caught in the middle, squeezed by compressed schedules, 
complex controls, and clients who expect more insight with less explanation.

But here's the real story: AI isn't coming to replace your engineering judgment. 
It's coming to change where that judgment gets applied, and what it's worth.

In this high-energy keynote, futurist and AI strategist Ian Beacraft draws 
from his work with Fortune 500 companies to show commissioning and 
energy professionals how to stop treating AI as a threat or a toy, and start 
treating it as organizational infrastructure. You'll learn how small firms and 
large teams alike are using AI to increase revenue per engineer (not just cut 
costs), translate complex data into client-ready narratives, and free technical 
staff from low-value documentation so they can focus on the work that 
actually requires decades of field experience.

Walk away with a clear-eyed view of where AI is genuinely useful today, 
where it still fails, and how to experiment safely without betting your 
reputation on a hallucination.

12:40 p.m. 1:00 p.m. 1:20 p.m. 1:40 p.m.

CxEnergy Technology Theater
Thursday, April 23, 12:40-1:40 p.m. | Expo Hall

Welcome Reception in the Expo Hall
Wednesday, April 22 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Enjoy complimentary cocktails and hors d’oeuvres and network 
with your colleagues while interacting with the latest tools and 
technologies for commissioning, TAB, and energy management.
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3:25 p.m. - 
4:25 p.m.

Commissioning Process for Data Centers
James Magee, CxA, EMP, MACx Consulting
Large-scale aggregation of electronic data is a major industrial 
process. This session introduces a specific market niche for 
commissioning providers, especially CxAs. We will discuss the 
need for ASHRAE Guideline 1.6, a progress report on the publication 
progress, references and tools for data center commissioning, 
the data center commissioning process and process plan, 
commissioning management platforms, facility management/
operations & maintenance training, and the systems manual.

Commissioning from the Owner’s Perspective in 
Higher Education Facilities – A Panel Discussion 
Darren Draper, P.E., CxA, ImpactCx (moderator) 
Gordon Stead, CEM, University of Georgia 
Stephen Seller,  P.E., Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Michael Hoffman, CEM, The University of Arizona
This presentation will address common concerns and approaches 
to commissioning higher education facilities. The panelists 
include representatives of higher education organizations directly 
involved with planning, scoping, procurement, and management 
of commissioning processes on projects at university campus 
buildings and facilities. The goal of this interactive session 
is to address successes and challenges experienced in 
commissioning various projects through personal experiences, 
case studies, and dialogue between the panelists and audience.

Chicago VI Chicago VII

10:30 a.m. -  
11:30 a.m.

Bridging Commissioning and Operations in 
Higher Education Facilities
Michael Hoffman, CEM, The University of Arizona
Alex Kozinets, Facility Grid
Higher education institutions often struggle to capture the 
full value of commissioning due to inconsistent practices 
and limited coordination among design, construction, and 
operations teams. This session explores how standardization, 
stakeholder engagement, and technology integration can 
transform commissioning into a lifecycle-driven process that 
supports long-term building performance.

No AI Pain, No AI Gain: Where Extra Effort Now 
Will Pay Off Later [Panel] 
James Magee, CxA, EMP, MACx Consulting (moderator) 
Ian Beacraft (keynote)
Mike Nester, Exto
Theophilus Aluko, P.E., CEM, BCxP, Willdan
Leveraging the expertise of CxEnergy keynote speaker Ian 
Beacraft, joined by a commissioning provider, a software 
provider, and a systems engineer, this panel presentation will dig 
deeper into what’s next for the building construction industry 
when it comes to AI, and how to stay ahead of the curve.

2:15 p.m. - 
3:15 p.m.

MEP and BECx Partnerships:  
Lessons Learned on Higher Education Projects
Amy Pastor, P.E., CxA, LEED Fellow, ENV SP, EXP 
Darek Brandt, P.E., BECxP, CxA+BE, Walter P Moore
The importance of a well-aligned Mechanical Electrical 
Plumbing and Building Enclosure Commissioning team is 
crucial to the success of a whole building commissioning 
project. This presentation will delve into the specifics of 
how MEP and BECx teams communicate and work together 
on projects to deliver an integrated commissioning effort 
for Higher Education projects. Lessons learned will be 
discussed and project examples will be mentioned.

Establishing the Commissioning Process for a 
National Convenience Store Chain
Earl LaFlamme, CxA; Christopher Fisher, CxA; & 
Mia Ramos, CxT, Catalyst Commissioning Group
This session will cover establishing a commissioning process 
across a national chain of large convenience stores from coast 
to coast. Presenters will discuss topics including collaboration, 
how a focused and cohesive team can ensure consistent 
quality, and how to maintain a consistent approach across 
multiple Cx firms, GCs and CMs.

7:00 a.m.    Registration Open           |  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.    Breakfast           |  8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.    Opening Session & Keynote	 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.    Meet & Greet with Sponsors & Exhibitors - Expo Hall 

PROGRAM	 THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026

12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.    Lunch & Technology Theater in Expo Hall	 12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.    Lunch & Technology Theater in Expo Hall

11:40 a.m. - 
12:40 p.m.

Commissioning Judgment Day:  
Will AI Replace or Assist CxPs?
Mark Gelfo, P.E., CxA, EMP, LEED Fellow,  
TLC Engineering Solutions
The rise of artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning 
(ML) is a critical inflection point for the commissioning 
industry. This presentation will address the question: Is 
AI destined to replace the commissioning provider, or is it 
the ultimate assistant? Presenters will explore practical 
applications of AI use in the commissioning process, 
including design review, developing commissioning plans, 
connected commissioning, automated report generation, 
predictive trend analysis, and fault detection and diagnostics.

Help the General Contractor Help You:  
Cx/TAB Preparedness, Planning and Execution 
Justin Garner, P.E., TBE, CxA,  
Engineered Air Balance Co., Inc. (moderator) 
Joseph Daniel, McCarthy Construction
Christian Javorski, CxA, Cadin Group LLC
In our ever-changing dynamic construction industry, 
schedules keep getting tighter and systems keep getting more 
complex. The project finish date doesn’t move, but TAB and 
commissioning durations always seem to be compressed. This 
session will focus on the collaborative interface between TAB, 
commissioning, and the general contractor, discussing early 
schedule planning and communication protocols as well as 
effective scoping of MEP support services.

Continuing Education
CxEnergy technical presentation attendees earn AIA 
(LU), CxA and EMP continuing education credits. The 
credits are widely applicable for other certifications and 
professional licenses (attendees should check with their 
certification or licensing body).4



3:25 p.m. - 
4:25 p.m.

Commissioning Process for Data Centers
James Magee, CxA, EMP, MACx Consulting
Large-scale aggregation of electronic data is a major industrial 
process. This session introduces a specific market niche for 
commissioning providers, especially CxAs. We will discuss the 
need for ASHRAE Guideline 1.6, a progress report on the publication 
progress, references and tools for data center commissioning, 
the data center commissioning process and process plan, 
commissioning management platforms, facility management/
operations & maintenance training, and the systems manual.

Commissioning from the Owner’s Perspective in 
Higher Education Facilities – A Panel Discussion 
Darren Draper, P.E., CxA, ImpactCx (moderator) 
Gordon Stead, CEM, University of Georgia 
Stephen Seller,  P.E., Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Michael Hoffman, CEM, The University of Arizona
This presentation will address common concerns and approaches 
to commissioning higher education facilities. The panelists 
include representatives of higher education organizations directly 
involved with planning, scoping, procurement, and management 
of commissioning processes on projects at university campus 
buildings and facilities. The goal of this interactive session 
is to address successes and challenges experienced in 
commissioning various projects through personal experiences, 
case studies, and dialogue between the panelists and audience.

Chicago VIII-IX Chicago X

10:30 a.m. -  
11:30 a.m.

Smoke Control Systems Review and  
Testing Execution for Code Compliance
Tim Gilbert, P.E., CxA, EMP, &  
Darren Draper, P.E., CxA, ImpactCx
This case study explores code compliance requirements for 
life safety systems in a high-rise building. The project included 
stair pressurization and fire alarm systems, smoke control and 
mechanical test panels, witnessing TAB work, and coordination 
with the contractor to meet Special Inspector activities 
requirements to obtain a Certificate of Occupancy.

Commissioning Hospital Pharmacies for 
Acceptance and Accreditation
Noelle Thornton, CxA, CannonDesign
Health-system pharmacies have become more common 
as hospitals look to deliver medications more efficiently to 
patients while improving the financial bottom line. The Joint 
Commission has identified the testing and certification 
of pharmacy engineering controls within compounding 
suites as a top challenge to obtaining accreditation. This 
presentation will detail real project examples and relay how 
the commissioning process can minimize obstacles so 
pharmacy systems can be successfully tested and certified.

2:15 p.m. - 
3:15 p.m.

Less Admin, More Commissioning: Case-Study 
Tactics for Removing Repetitive Work with CxAI
Thomas Jarloev, CxPlanner
Commissioning demands testing, verification, and 
documentation, yet teams spend lots of time on repetitive 
tasks. This session presents a case study of an AI-
assisted workflow mapped to the ACG Building Systems 
Commissioning Guideline and ASHRAE Guideline 0/Standard 
202 processes. We walk through practical use cases, the 
context window, and how controls preserve conformance. 
We close with results, risks, and how it can be scaled to 
subcontractors.

Blowing Stuff Up: A Practical Guide to Duct Air 
Leakage Testing
Matt Jesson, TBE, Systems Management & Balancing, Inc.
Duct Air Leakage Testing (DALT) is required on many 
construction projects, and minimal leakage is important for 
the proper operation and efficiency of HVAC systems. But 
is DALT being performed correctly on your project, and does 
it ensure the quality of the installation? In this presentation 
we will examine different duct construction techniques and 
materials, and how they affect leakage. We will also explain 
the testing process and how to interpret the results.

3:25 p.m. - 
4:25 p.m.

Streamlining Building Enclosure  
Commissioning Through Structured Workflows 
and Digital Collaboration
John Wagner, Baumann Consulting 
Jacob Terry, CxAlloy
This session explores how digital tools and early contractor 
engagement enhance Building Enclosure Commissioning 
(BECx) by improving coordination, accountability, and data 
integrity. Attendees will discover how structured information 
management transforms communication and verification 
processes across all project phases.

LEED v5 Commissioning: Decarbonization, Data, 
and New Emphasis on Building Performance
Jeff Nichols, CxA, EEI - Engineering Economics, Inc.
This session explores how digital tools and early contractor 
engagement strengthen Building Enclosure Commissioning. 
Presenters will share lessons from real projects where 
teams used structured information management to track 
progress, testing, and submittals across all phases. 
Attendees will learn how bringing contractors, trades, 
and owners onto one platform from day one improves 
communication, accountability, and data quality while 
advancing milestone-based verification as a practical 
evolution of traditional BECx methods.

7:00 a.m.    Registration Open           |  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.    Breakfast           |  8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.    Opening Session & Keynote	 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.    Meet & Greet with Sponsors & Exhibitors - Expo Hall 

Program schedule and session listings are accurate as of early January but subject to change.

12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.    Lunch & Technology Theater in Expo Hall	 12:40 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.    Lunch & Technology Theater in Expo Hall

11:40 a.m. - 
12:40 p.m.

Achieving Energy Savings Through Performance-
Based Ventilation
Meredith Teague, Airbox
This session shows how the new ASHRAE Standard 62.1-
2022 Indoor Air Quality Procedure (IAQP) can be applied in 
both new construction and existing buildings. Attendees will 
learn how implementing IAQP allows for reduced outdoor 
air requirements, downsized HVAC capacity, lower energy 
consumption, and healthier indoor environments. The session 
will also highlight the critical role of IAQP Verification Testing 
and review real-world building calculations, showcasing 
measurable savings across multiple industries.

Testing, Adjusting & Balancing: Lessons 
Learned for Engineers, Cx & Energy Providers 
Cody Shook, P.E., TBE, CxA, Precision Flow Engineering
This presentation highlights for engineers, Cx and energy 
providers common system and procedural issues that 
TAB providers discover in the course of completing their 
work. Learning how to collaborate with the TAB provider 
to overcome these challenges benefits the design 
professional, construction team, commissioning provider, 
and ultimately the building owner.
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8:00 a.m. - 
9:00 a.m.

Microgrid Applications for Mission Critical 
Facilities: Resiliency, Redundancy, and 
Sustainability in Practice
Jay Martin, P.E., CxA, LEED AP, CDCDP, & Mark Gelfo, P.E., 
CxA, EMP, LEED Fellow, TLC Engineering Solutions 
Mission critical facilities require uninterrupted, resilient 
power to ensure safety and operational continuity. This 
presentation explores how microgrids integrate distributed 
energy resources, storage, and advanced controls to 
enhance reliability while advancing sustainability. Real-
world case studies will highlight design strategies for 
redundancy, islanding, and regulatory compliance, and 
attendees will gain practical insights and actionable tools. 

How Extreme Weather has Helped Shape 
Commissioning of Healthcare Buildings
Darek Brandt, P.E., BECxP, CxA+BE, & Alexis Brackney, 
Walter P Moore
Dr. Jason Webster, AtmoSci
In the face of increasing extreme weather events and climate 
change, the commissioning process must adapt to better serve 
one of our most essential sectors: hospitals and healthcare 
facilities. This presentation will delve into the history of extreme 
weather and the changing climate, its impact on the building 
enclosure, evolution of the building enclosure commissioning 
process, and the increasing need for a resilient building envelope 
in healthcare buildings.

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    Brown Bag Lunch	

7:00 a.m.    Registration Open              |  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.    Breakfast             	 5:35 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.    Grand Reception in the Expo Hall

9:15 a.m. - 
10:15 a.m.

Considerations for Geothermal Heat Pump Systems
Alex Fleming, CxA, Questions & Solutions Engineering
The rise of geothermal systems presents unique challenges 
for building operators. This presentation will discuss 
geothermal system challenges during design, construction, 
and operation and will explore how these issues were resolved.

Ready for Takeoff? Insights into Aviation Cx
Meghana Devineni, CCP; Jason Harder, P.E.;  
& Sam Murphy, ACP, EIT, CriticalArc
Join this interactive session for a look into commissioning 
in the aviation sector, where unique operational challenges 
meet complex technical systems. Lessons learned from over a 
decade of airport experience reveal best practices that extend 
well beyond aviation, offering strategies applicable across all 
commissioning projects.

10:30 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m.

Commissioning Audiovisual Systems for High-
Performance Buildings
Tim Waters, CTS, NV5
Audiovisual systems are essential to modern work, learning, 
and communication. Effective commissioning ensures 
these systems meet performance goals and deliver intuitive, 
reliable experiences. This session covers best practices 
for AV commissioning in complex environments, including 
defining functional criteria, coordinating with MEP and IT 
teams, validating signal flow and control logic, and managing 
stakeholder expectations. Real-world examples illustrate 
pitfalls and proven strategies to avoid costly rework and 
achieve intended system performance.

Commissioning Workforce Development
Loren Morris, CxA, EMP, TMCx Solutions
Charles Jackson, P.E., CxA, PMP, CMTA, Inc.
Rebecca Ellis, P.E., CxA, Questions & Solutions Engineering
Diya Prajapati, San Francisco State University
The commissioning industry is facing a critical talent gap 
as demand grows and experienced professionals retire. 
This session explores practical strategies for attracting, 
training, and retaining the next generation of commissioning 
professionals while upskilling today’s workforce. Attendees will 
gain insights into workforce pipelines, mentoring models, and 
organizational approaches that strengthen team capacity and 
ensure long-term industry success.

PROGRAM	 FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026

Chicago VI Chicago VII

4:35 p.m. - 
5:35 p.m.

AABC National Standards Update
Todd Yates, TBE, CxA, Synergy Test & Balance
Gaylon Richardson, TBE, CxA, Engineered AIr Balance Co., Inc.
The AABC National Standards for Total System Balance is 
soon to be released in its 8th edition. This publication, 
recognized as an American National Standard by ANSI, 
provides minimum standards for Total System Balance 
and details the scope of work required of the TAB agency. 
In this session, presenters from the AABC Standards 
Committee will review the revisions and additions made 
for the upcoming edition, including updated guidance for 
commissioning, a new UFAD chapter, and more.

Empowering Change: Women Leading the  
Future of Commissioning
Amy Pastor, P.E., CxA, LEED Fellow, ENV SP, EXP (moderator)
Monica Mack, CxA, M3T Cx Authorities LLC
Christa Barsanti, EI, Hanson Professional Services
Lana Crouse, U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
This panel will explore the unique experiences, 
challenges, and achievements of women working 
across the commissioning industry. The session aims to 
highlight female professionals and their evolving role in 
commissioning. Panelists will share personal stories, discuss 
initiatives supporting female professionals, and offer insights 
into the future of gender diversity in commissioning. Through 
shared experiences and advocacy, we can create strategies 
for fostering a more inclusive, equitable environment.
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Chicago VIII-IX Chicago X

4:35 p.m. - 
5:35 p.m.

Digital Commissioning and Industry Evolution: 
Smarter Cx Workflows for Future-Ready Buildings
Andy Heitman, CxA, EMP, Building Energy Sciences 
Andrew Rodgers, AceIoT Solutions
This session examines digital commissioning as a fast-
emerging practice that bridges HVAC and IT, enabling real-time 
validation, streamlined testing, and recurring revenue models. 
Presenters will share project insights on tools, workflows, 
and lessons from facilities with advanced smart building 
applications.

Deciphering Decibels: Acoustic Commissioning 
Processes for Aural Success 
Ryan Biziorek, IMEG
Acoustic performance is more than just meeting target 
metrics — it’s about achieving the full aural intent of a 
design. This session introduces practical methods and 
test standards for integrating acoustics into building 
commissioning processes. Learn how quantitative 
measurements and physical observations can be packaged 
into an acoustic commissioning process to help deliver 
buildings that sound as good as they look.

8:00 a.m. - 
9:00 a.m.

Better Buildings through Building  
Performance Standards
Jessica Miller, Institute for Market Transformation
Katie Kaluzny, Illinois Green Alliance
Kevin Brown, EMP, Energy Management Association
This session will explore building performance standards and 
what they mean for real estate and building professionals on 
the ground. Presenters will give an overview of these policies 
and the trends accelerating them in a lively panel discussion 
on implementation challenges and opportunities, with time 
for audience questions.

What the One Big Beautiful Bill Act Means for 
HVAC&R Professionals 
Ruben Abreu, Ryan, LLC
This session examines the major changes to the Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC) as federal policy transitions from the 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) to the One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
(OBBBA). Attendees will learn how new provisions, expiring 
incentives, and Foreign Entity of Concern (FEOC) restrictions 
reshape tax strategies for building owners, manufacturers, 
architects, and engineers.

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.    Brown Bag Lunch	

7:00 a.m.    Registration Open              |  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.    Breakfast             	 5:35 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.    Grand Reception in the Expo Hall

9:15 a.m. - 
10:15 a.m.

Integrated Commissioning of MEP Systems for 
the BJC HealthCare Plaza West Tower
Ben Prinster, ENFRA 
Nitish Suresh, Zodiac Inc.
This session highlights the integrated commissioning of a 
660,000-sq.ft. healthcare tower at Barnes-Jewish Hospital on 
the Washington University Medical Campus in Missouri. It will 
cover mechanical, electrical, and plumbing system testing in 
critical areas such as isolation rooms, patient care spaces, 
laboratories, and administrative zones, where pressurization 
and thermal comfort were key performance objectives. Critical 
testing included resiliency testing for pandemic mode, black 
site operation, and life safety systems.

Calibrated Energy Modeling: Fact or Fiction?
Al LaPera, CxA, EMP, LEED AP, Kimley-Horn
When predicting energy savings for any possible energy 
conservation measures (ECM), the go-to method is preparing 
a calibrated energy model. This session will look at the “good, 
the bad, and the ugly” of calibrated modeling, addressing 
the common pitfalls and misconceptions. Additionally, it will 
also address the place and use of the proverbial “back of the 
napkin” calculations.

10:30 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m.

Large Loads on the Grid – Emerging Challenges 
for Stakeholders in Data Centers, Heavy Vehicle 
Charging, Maritime Port Infrastructure
Mark Siira & Wayne Stec, IEEE Standards Committee 21
Increasingly large loads on the electric grid are creating significant 
challenges for infrastructure, including power and energy supplies 
and related utilities, as well as the commissioning process. 
Increases are driven by data centers, water treatment facilities, 
heavy vehicle charging, and maritime port electrification. In 
some cases, the rapid deployment of new construction is 
putting pressure on the infrastructure with use cases that 
were not fully anticipated in relevant legacy standards.

Cannabis Conundrums: The Challenges 
Associated with Plants as Occupants
Jim Megerson, Anvil Agrinomics
Commissioning indoor cannabis grow facilities presents 
unique challenges, as the HVACD systems diverge from 
those of conventional buildings. The plants are essentially 
the "occupants;" the HVACD, lighting, and fertigation systems 
act as their life support. It's crucial for engineers and 
contractors to understand their specific needs. A specialized 
commissioning process, distinct from standard whole-
building commissioning, must be completed before plants are 
introduced to ensure all systems are optimized for horticulture.

Program schedule and session listings are accurate as of early January but subject to change.
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CONFERENCE SPONSORS:

The AABC Commissioning Group (ACG) is 
dedicated to the advancement of independent, 
third-party commissioning professionals. ACG 
strives to promote a better understanding of 
the commissioning process and to educate, 

train, and certify qualified individuals.

The Associated Air Balance Council 
(AABC) is dedicated to the advancement 

of independent, third-party testing and 
balancing. The association’s mission is to 

certify highly qualified, independent test and 
balance agencies, and their personnel.

The Energy Management Association (EMA) 
is dedicated to advancing the quality of 

energy management services for the benefit 
of the building owner. EMA is committed 
to the certification and training of Energy 

Management Professionals (EMPs).

PRESENTED BY THE LEADERS IN BUILDING PERFORMANCE

MEDIA PARTNERS:

1015 18th Street NW, Suite 603, Washington, DC 20036 | Phone (202) 737-7775 | Fax (202) 315-0285 | Email: info@commissioning.org | www.CxEnergy.com

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS:

EXHIBITORS:
	� AirBox
	� Ameritech Data Solutions
	� Armstrong Fluid Technology
	� BalanceCx
	� B.E.S. Plus Tech
	� BCS ProSoft
	� Building Start
	� CIM
	� CriticalArc
	� CxAlloy

	� CxPlanner
	� EBTRON, Inc.
	� Engineered Air Balance Co., Inc. (EAB Training)
	� Evergreen Telemetry
	� Exto
	� Facility Grid
	� Infinite Built
	� International Institute of Building  
Enclosure Consultants (IIBEC)

	� Intertek

	� KMC Controls, Inc.
	� ONICON Incorporated/ 
Air Monitor Corporation

	� Pinchin, LLC
	� PingCx
	� Reliable Controls
	� Retrotec
	� SkyFoundry
	� Smart Building Academy
	� TSI Inc.
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